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American tradition of processions, of demonstrations, of
massed emotional meetings, going back to the frontier
camp-meeting and the frontier political campaign, provided
substitutes for military parades and^ the pride, pomp and
circumstance of mimic war. So did military uniforms, military
nomenclature.
The combination of a profound hatred of war and of
militarism with an innocent delight in playing soldiers, is one
of those apparent contradictions of American life that one has
to accepr. The American state universities for the most part
started as land grant colleges, that is they were given large
areas of federal land to subsidize education in agriculture and
the mechanical arts. But as the grants were made during the
Civil War, military training was demanded too. The American
Army, once the South was conquered, shrank to a few thou^
sands again; the militia was merely an amateur^ police force;
nevertheless, military training of a kind remained a vague
obligation of the state universities. It was not necessarily very-
functional. I myself have been served in a university restaur-
ant, a few months after Pearl Harbor, by students wearing
movie usher uniforms plus swords; they were going on a
parade as soon as the washing-up was done. The possibilities
of exhibiting female legs in vigorous action provided by making
14 majorettes'1 (high-stepping and high spirited young women)
the chief feature of a college military band have not been
neglected and one of the most eminent American social
critics has given us a highly plausible account of military
training at Ohio State University during the last German war.
** We drilled with old Springfield rifles and studied the tactics
of the Civil War even though the World War was going on
at the time. At 11 o'clock each morning thousands of fresh-
men used to deploy over the campus, moodily creeping up on
the old chemistry building. It was good training for the kind
of warfare that was waged at Shiloh, but it had no connection
with what was going on in Europe. Some people used to think
there was German money behind it, but they didn't dare say
so or they would have been thrown in jail as German spies." x
A more apparently odd example of innocent militarism is
provided by the military  school.   These  are  not schools
* James Thuxber, My Life and Hard Ttoaes, p. 123. (Haxaish Hamilton)